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Heads: Connected

When I grow up

 

A child entering school has endless 

answers to the question “what do you 

want to be when you grow up?” Within 

a few brief years, these may narrow 

to a set of career aspirations that are 

consistent with the way they perceive 

themselves and believe they are 

perceived by others.

Your daughter’s experience in school 

has one of the strongest influences on 

these, so addressing gender differences 

in the workforce requires a deep-rooted 

understanding of how gender and 

school achievement are intertwined.

Read more

Musical Composition - Speak Up! - Spanish Carnival

For weekly events and reminders, please go to your My School Portal account

This week's Heads Connected: When I grow up by Nisha Kaura

On Wednesday 9 March, the Hardcastle 
Hall was filled with the glorious sounds of 
an array of our instrumental ensembles. All 
ensembles rehearse weekly and this was a 
perfect opportunity to hear the results of 
many hours of dedicated practice. 

The Saxophone Ensemble started 
proceedings with a toe-tapping rendition 
of the theme from ‘Good Omens’ followed 
by the lilting waltz from Shostakovich’s 
Jazz Suite 2, performed by the Junior Flute 
Ensemble. 

Over the course of this academic year, the 
Music department have actively promoted 
student leadership and almost half of the 
ensembles performing were organised, 
rehearsed and led by students from Upper 
III through to the sixth form with the first 
of these being the Thornton String Quartet 
with their assured performance of ‘Fast 
Lane’ by Peter Martin. Another student-led 
trio, the Troika Ensemble, led the audience 
in three memorable Irish dances and this 
was followed by an exquisite performance 
by the Guitar Ensemble during which you 
could have heard a pin drop. 

The music of Shostakovich made a 
return to the programme with dazzling 
performances from two of our Upper V 
music scholars, both violinists. Next to 
showcase their talent was a first for The 
Abbey; a rock band with members from 

across the school community playing 
an instrumental version of ‘Come as you 
are’ by Nirvana. The communication and 
musicianship shared by the next violin 
duo in their stunning performance of 
Handel’s Passacaglia was just incredible, 
leaving many in the audience in complete 
awe. The Senior Flute Ensemble dazzled 
with their realisation of Kuhlau’s Allegro 
followed by the Clarinet Ensemble’s 
eloquent performance of Vivaldi’s 
concerto. The Rao String Quartet made 
Tchaikovsky’s beautiful melodies sing in 
‘Chanson Triste’ and we were then treated 
to an uplifting rendition of ‘Can you 
feel the love tonight’ given by the Wind 
Ensemble. 

The final student-led ensemble, and the 
first to be formed; the Berlioz Ensemble 
gave an inspiring performance of the 
Largo and Allegro from Telemann’s Sonata 
in A minor. The finale was presented by 
the String Orchestra and their decisive, 
energetic delivery of the ‘Legend of 
Deadman’s Cove’. 

Huge thanks and appreciation go to 
all the students who participated in 
this wonderful event. A date for your 
diary is Thursday 12 May when the 
Summer Serenade will feature more 
of our wonderful ensembles as well 
as showcasing the Concert Band and 
Symphony Orchestra.

Spring Serenade - Ensembles Concert

Myka’s golf season started last weekend 
with a long trip to Swansea, Wales. 
She finished 1st in the age 9-10 years 
category for girls. Congratulations on this 
fantastic achievement and keep it going 
Myka!

Golf Competition
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On Tuesday 8 March 2022 Olivia in Lower 
VI represented The Abbey school at the 
ARTiculation regional final, held at the 
Victoria and Albert Museum in London. 
To get to this point, she had competed 
with over 1000 entries for the notable art 
history public speaking competition. 

Olivia’s presentation centres around the 
animated sequence, titled ‘Flâneur’ (2018) 
by Holly Warburton. A key influence for her 
during the isolating and lonely times of 
covid, Olivia expressed how the animation 
was particularly poignant at a time when 
she missed “mundane human interface”.  

Within the 10 minute presentation we can 
see the flâneur (French noun referring to 
a ‘stroller’ or ‘saunterer’) travelling through 

London at night. He walks without purpose 
as seen through the perspective of the 
artist. 

Olivia skillfully weaves notable reference 
of Charles Bauderlaire’s “The Painter of 
Modern Life” (1863) and ‘Modernity’, 
expressing the paradox of the city, citing 
the separation one can feel among the 
hustle and bustle of the many. 

We are so proud of Olivia’s depth of 
research, effort, passion and overall 
outstanding public speaking performance. 
Congratulations. Please feel free to 
view Olivia’s presentation (from a 
previous heat) here:- https://vimeo.
com/669614081/bbc1d24dff
Mrs J Barrett & the Art Team

ARTiculation 2022 Regional Final

Following on from her success at Woodley 
Festival last weekend, Meiyu has been 
awarded the Oakwood Instrumental 
Trophy for the best performance in a 
graded instrumental class.
 
Meiyu and Manxi along with their friend 
were also awarded the Minerva Trophy 
for the best performance by a duet or 
ensemble in the 13 and under age group.  
A fantastic achievement considering they 
are only in Upper I.

Instrumental Trophy

Don’t forget to book your visit to the 
Catharsis Exhibition at the Saatchi 
Gallery. The exhibition runs from 10 
March-18 April 2022 (Monday-Sunday 
10am-6pm).
 
You must book prior to arriving as 
viewings are by appointment only. For 
further information contact education@
saatchigallery.com or florence@
saatchigallery.com

Saatchi Art exhibition 

This week Lower IV went on an exciting 
field trip to the coast. We had a really fun 
day in Bournemouth and Hengistbury 
Head learning about coastal processes 
including longshore drift. 
 
Throughout the day we completed many 
practical fieldwork tasks in groups and 
as a class. In the morning we visited 
Bournemouth beach and were introduced 
to fieldwork skills, doing things like drawing 
field sketches of the beach landscape and 
analysing the various coastal defences for 
protecting the beach. In the afternoon we 
visited Hengistbury Head and worked in 

groups to independently create our own 
research questions and come up with 
methods to investigate these. 
 
We had to think about how to collect our 
data and predict what we thought the end 
data would show. After this we collected 
all our data using different equipment 
including measuring tapes, clinometers 
and the Powers Index. Finally we reflected 
on our research and explained what our 
data showed. We had a fun day at the 
coast!  
Becca and Mariella, Lower IV

Geography Field Trip

Despite the fourth 'She Plays to Win' 
online chess tournament of the year 
clashing with a school concert last 
Wednesday that contained many of our 
team, The Abbey School still performed 
admirably. 

The team still came 6th out of 41 so 
congratulations to the three students who 
played so well - Mia, Ana and Cara. 

Chess Tournament
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Musical Composition

Jennifer in Lower VI tells us about 
her original composition celebrating 
International Women's Day. 
 
I decided to compose a piece of music 
to celebrate International Women’s Day, 
especially as there aren’t very many well 
known female composers. 

The first idea I had about the piece was 
originally for piano, so I composed the 
main tune, then orchestrated it using 
different instruments, so it sounded how I 
wanted it to. 

I then tried out various percussion 
instruments, so I knew which ones would 
fit the mood of my piece the best, and 
discovered that the marimba, timpani 
and a crash cymbal would work best. 

I was then able to finish orchestrating 
my piece, by adding parts for harp, violin, 
clarinet, and flute, as well as refining the 
piano part. 

We had a few rehearsals before half 
term; however the first time we had all 
the instruments together was when we 
recorded it. 

I was nervous to hear how it would sound, 
but it was incredible and it sounded 
much better than it did on the computer 
software. 

Overall, the piece feels reflective, and 
represents a new beginning, which links to 
the theme of International Women’s Day 
2022, which is Breaking the Bias showing 
how we are capable of anything! 

It was played at the beginning of 
assembly last Monday accompanied by 
a slideshow of images put together by 
members of the Diversity and Inclusion 
group representing how they felt the piece 
connected to International Women’s Day.

STEVE McQUEEN PURSUIT
Steve McQueen, Turner Prize winner and 
holder of an OBE, created this work in 
2005. Pursuit was a large-scale installation 
combining space, sound and projected 
video which filled an entire floor at the 
Baltic Art Gallery in Gateshead. 
A darkened environment filled with 
abstract, ill-defined lights and oppressive 
sound created a disorienting experience 

in which the viewer attempted in vain to 
define the nature of the images and what 
they were feeling.

This artwork changed my whole perception 
of what art can be and how we can 
experience art. This wasn’t just art for my 
eyes but my whole body.
Mr Suret 

Inspiring Art

During this time of the year any Spanish 
language focuses on Carnival! 

It is quite an important festivity all around 
Spain and Latin America, and during the 
last week, Lower IV students have learned 
how some Hispanic countries celebrate 
this particular festivity. 

They discovered some curious facts about 
the Carnival including the historical 
origin of this tradition as a pagan festival 
in Ancient Egypt, and how the word 
etymology comes from the Latin ‘carnem 
levare' which means to take away or 
remove meat.

The students enjoyed looking at the 
colourful parades and extravagant 
costumes that characterised different 
Hispanic cultures and created a poster 
talking about the one they liked the most. 
It was a great experience for everyone 
to contribute. We very much enjoyed the 
Carnival this year!”

Spanish Carnival



Berkshire Schools Under 12 In2Hockey

On Thursday 10 March, ten Upper III 
students travelled to Ascot to take part in 
the Under 12 County Championships.

In the morning groups the team finished 
top of their group with two wins (2-0 
against Holyport and 1-0 against 
Highdown) and a draw (1-1 draw against 
Licensed Victuallers) to advance to the 
Cup competition in the afternoon.

In the afternoon groups, the team started 
with a fantastic 5-0 victory against Holme 
Grange to secure a place in the semi-
finals.  A narrow 0-1 defeat to Newlands 

meant that the team finished second in 
the group.
Licensed Victuallers awaited the team 
in the knock-out stage and another 1-1 
draw against this team took the game to 
penalties.  Unfortunately, the team failed 
to convert as many as our opponents and 
so did not make the final.

The team completed a 1-0 win against 
Marist to finish third overall and secure the 
bronze medals.

A great performance by all concerned.

Lower IV Ancient Civilisation

The Classics Department organised an 
Ancient Civilisations Day for Lower IV.  
This involved a trip to the URE Museum of 
Greek Archaeology at Reading University 
with a range of activities with dancing 
being the most popular. We also had an 
in-house Ancient World Travel Symposium 
devised by Ms Burrows where togas were 
the order of the day and competition 
was keen to win the Best Ancient World 
Destination crown. 
 

Harriet: I found the day immensely 
fascinating because it broadened my 
knowledge on the ancient civilisations 
in Greece, Egypt and Italy. There were 
multiple events. My favourite was 
the Ancient World Travel Symposium 
competition that took place. 

We had to make a presentation on a city 
and carry out research about it,not only 
encouraging teamwork but also allowing 
us to suck up information on places we 
wouldn’t usually find out about. My group 
was given the city of Sparta located in 
Greece. 
 
Anoushka A: We also went to the Ure 
Museum of Greek Archaeology which 
was an enjoyable experience. My 
favourite part was learning about all of 
the different pots that they used, and 
trying to guess what they were used for. 
For example, I learnt that smaller pots 
with longer necks were usually used 
for perfume and oils because you only 
needed a little bit of it. 

Looking at the various artefacts was fun, 
and it was interesting to see the things 
the people of those times made vessels 
and how similar yet different they are to 
the items we use today. Overall, I think it 
was an amazing day and I am glad we 
did it!

Doctor in the House

In Nursery this week we have been 
learning about our bodies. On Tuesday, 
we were excited to welcome Maryam's 
mum, Doctor Anwar, who came to talk to 
us about her job as a doctor. She showed 
us all the important instruments in her 
doctor’s bag including a stethoscope and 
sats probe. 

Miss Ellis was asked to model an apon 
showing all the different organs in our 
body. We helped to stick them all on, 
including the lungs, windpipe, kidneys and 
the small intestine which is really long!’



Lower III bring ‘Joy’ to the Royal Berkshire Hospital

Working under the guidance of Artist in 

Residence Emily Kelly, the LIII mural team 

created papers from watercolour inks and 

rock salt. They also printed textures from 

recycled packaging materials. The students 

requested that their peers provide them 

with drawings of the things which bring 

them joy. Using nature as their overall 

theme, they then discussed their vision 

with Emily who was able to unify all their 

work digitally.

The mural is now successfully installed 

at the Royal Berkshire Hospital, with 

additional thanks to Oasis Graphics for 

assisting with the quality large scale print 

and installation. It has already been well 

received by patients, visitors and NHS 

Staff as outlined by Sukhi Sidhu (Voluntary 

Services Manager at the RBH):-  

“I just wanted to let you know that the 

year 6 artwork is absolutely beautiful 

to admire – I spent several minutes just 

gazing at it and examining the detail of 

the picture.  It really was well worth the 

wait and it makes such a difference to the 

corridor of the hospital.  Another passer-by 

also commented on the beauty and detail 

of the picture. I am really glad you are 

exhibiting with us.”

 

Huge congratulations to the whole team 

involved with this wonderfully uplifting and 

inspiring project. You can see the mural 

at the Royal Berkshire Hospital until 24th 

April outside the main Xray department. 

Mrs Barrett and Mrs Munton 

Speak up!

On Thursday 10  March, House teams from 

Upper III and Lower IV competed in the 

finals of the Baroness Brigstocke Memorial 

Public Speaking Competition. Amazingly, 

eighteen teams competed in the heats in 

February for four places in the final. The 

chair’s role was to introduce the speaker 

and organise questions from the audience. 

The main speakers covered a range of 

topics: ‘Is Graffiti Art?’; ‘Lockdown Dogs’; 

‘Is AI a Threat’, and ‘Should nurses be paid 

the same as footballers?’

The judges, Miss Turkington (previously 

Head of English at The Abbey) and Mr 

Dalton, were impressed with all the 

speeches, considering content, structure 

and delivery to decide the winner. Mariann 

(Upper III Kensington) was awarded best 

Chair, and Amy (Lower IV Carrington) best 

speaker. Amy and Emily (Carrington) won 

the overall competition, and Mariann and 

Poppy (Kensington) came second. The 

Upper III and Lower IV audience were 

attentive, asking thoughtful questions 

which were answered confidently by the 

speakers from every team.

All the students enjoyed the competition, 

despite having to perform in front of 

over 250 students, teachers and parents. 

Emily said, ‘I’m so pleased I took part in 

Brigstocke this year. Public speaking is such 

an important life skill. Even though it is 

scary before you speak, it’s really enjoyable 

in the end’.

The competition was introduced by Mr 

le Fleming, whilst members of Upper V 

from the Senior Public Speaking Club 

introduced the teams, timed the speeches 

and provided a Vote of Thanks. Jigya 

said, ‘Hosting Brigstocke was an amazing 

experience,’ and Harriet added that she 

enjoyed, ‘listening to the future of public 

speaking at The Abbey School’.



Cheese, Wine and ToK evening

Theory of Knowledge is a core part of the 
IB Diploma; in a nutshell, the syllabus 
is ‘how do we know what we know?’ 
and Sixth Form IB students explore this 
through examining their own position 

as a knower as well themes such as 
technology and language, and core Areas 
of Knowledge (including Maths, History, 
Natural Sciences, Human Sciences and The 
Arts).

In order to develop parents’ awareness 
of Theory of Knowledge, and give them 
an opportunity to explore the themes 
for themselves, on Monday evening the 
Theory of Knowledge team led a group 
of parents through a variety of activities 
for the inaugural ‘Cheese, Wine and ToK’ 
evening. 

The sessions covered interesting concepts 
such as maps as metaphors for our 
own perspectives, why we reach the 
judgements we do, how telling stories 
can give knowledge meaning and how far 
experts can change our opinions with the 
example of wine tasting.

We had such great interest in this first 
event that the team is really excited to 
hold another one as soon as possible. 
Now to pick a theme: ‘Tokking all over 
the world’? ‘Tick-ToK it’s ToK O’clock’? 
Suggestions (and puns) are very welcome!
Miss McDonald

Last week, the Reception and Nursery 
students went on a short walk around the 
corner from Knell House, to visit Christ 
Church. Before we left school, we talked 
about the different places that people go 
to worship. 

On arrival, we met Father Peter, who told 
us that his job was being the vicar of the 
church.  After that, the students looked 
around the building, noticing some of its 

important features, including the steeple, 
font, pulpit, altar, church organ and the 
beautiful stained glass windows. 
We were amazed at the vaulted ceiling 
and thought that it looked very tall!   The 
church organ led us to wonder how the 
music got into the pipes, which were 
situated at the other side of the choir 
stalls.  Later on in the day, we reflected on 
everything that we had seen and learned 
in our class floorbooks.

Visit to Christ Church Synchronised Skating

Following the closure of Bracknell ice rink 
during lockdown, Sabrina in Lower IV 
started training in Slough and joined the 
Slough Synchro Club last summer.

Sabrina's Intermediate team secured 
a gold medal at a recent national 
competition (Steel City Trophy) in 
Sheffield, achieving a new personal best  
score after finishing in second place at 
Skate London back in November. 

Sabrina has also joined the Senior B 
team that achieved a silver medal in their 
category in Sheffield, and she is currently 
the youngest skater in both teams. 

Connect with us: @theabbeyschoolberkshire theabbeyschoolreading
The Abbey School  
(Reading) Alumnae


